
 White (WT)​ IRLA Level Summer Reading Support 
 
June 2020 

 ​Dear PS 354 Families, 

  
● As you know, we are closing out the school year in an unprecedented way 

and now more than ever, our collaborative efforts must continue in order to 
support our students during the summer months.  

● To support you and your child this summer, we have compiled this 
document for students who are reading at the​ ​White (WT)​ level in IRLA in 
order to support them with targeted practice in the skills required at this 
level.  

● This document may include skills cards, activities, games, and more to 
support your child at their level.  

 ​Summer Work: 
1. Have your child read a minimum of 30 minutes per day at least 5x a week. 

(15 minutes=1 step) 
2. Have your child log their steps on the attached summer reading log.  
3. Summer logs will be reviewed in the fall. 
4. Use the provided resources at least 5x per week. 

  
● In addition to the reading logs, ​attached you may find word lists to study 

and practice with your child over the summer.​ Learning these words now 
will aid your child with advancing through reading levels over the following 
school year. 

● Be creative and come up with ideas for safe outdoor reading fun! 

  

Have a wonderful summer! 

The PS 354 Staff 
 

 

 

 



   







 



 

White IRLA Resources 
 

Students can already​: 
➔ Decode polysyllabic (4+ syllables) words 

following basic patterns. 

➔ Demonstrate flexibility with letter 

sounds, trying different sounds for the 

letter/chunks in an unfamiliar word 

until the word is recognized from 

everyday speech.  

➔ Use common prefixes (un-, re-, mis-) 

and suffixes ( -ful, -able, -tion) as clues 

to both pronunciation and meaning of 

words.  

➔ Demonstrate comprehension of 

independently read 2R books by 

discussing key ideas in the text.  

➔ Sustain engagement and comprehension 

in texts with few pictures, 

independently finishing 2R chapter 

books.  

Students will learn to:  

★ Notice unfamiliar vocabulary and provide a 

word or phrase that could be substituted 

for the unfamiliar word and retain meaning 

of the sentence. 

★ Establish/affirm the reading lifestyle of a 

WT level reader. Regularly finish WT 

chapter books, one per week. Sustain 

engagement and comprehension in books 

with few or no illustrations in and out of 

class. 

★ Use context clues to figure out word 

meanings in sentences, pages, and overall in 

both literature and informational text. 

★ Distinguish shades of meaning among 

related words (e.g., knew, believed, 

suspected) 

★ Distinguish the literal and non-literal 

meanings of words and phrases in context. 

★ Demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language. 

★ Notice and use common words parts 

(prefixes, common derivational suffixes, 

roots) to figure out word meanings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WT Level Entry Requirements 
To enter the White level, students need to be able to 

finish and comprehend a WT level chapter book as well as 
informational book. After they have demonstrated these 
skills, they can be tested for the White level.  

The entry requirements for the White Level are as 
followed​:  

● Students need to be able to fluently and 
accurately read a WT level cold read. They also 
need to be able to answer comprehension and 
inference questions based on the text that they 
read. There will also be a vocabulary question as 
well.  

● Students will be tested on the phonics gap 
locator. The student will need to be able to read 
at least 30 of the words. These words will be 4 
syllables, long and short vowels, vowel splits, and 
silent letters. 

● Then, students will be tested on a context clues 
check. The students will read 10 sentences with 
an underline word. The students must define the 
underline word by using context clues within the 
sentence. Students need to be able to do this for 
at least 4 of the underline words.  

 
 



White Level Skill Card 
The following images are of the WT level skill card. 

The skill card will explain what the student needs to 
master throughout the level. The students need to master 
these components before moving to the next reading level.  
 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



WT Level Skills to Master 
The following images will help students in the White level. 
They are tricky words, common prefixes, and common 
suffixes.  

 

 



 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Other Resources for WT Level 
The following images are other resources that can help students move within the 

WT level. There is an academic vocabulary word share that will help students master 
new vocabulary words as they are reading. There is also a context clues checklist that 
students can use as they are reading. Finally, there is a series sampler challenger that 
students can use to record the books that they read within a series.  
 

 

 
 



 
 



 
 
Here are some recommended Hook Book series: 

Andrew Lost  JC Greenburg 

A to Z Mysteries   Ron Roy 

Judy Moody   Megan McDonald  

Boxcar Children  Gertrude Chandler Warner 

Magic Treehouse   Mary Pope Osbourne 

My Weird   Dan Gutman 

 

 

 



This context clues checklist will help students determine 

meanings of unknown words while they are reading. 

 



Wt Skill Builders: Structural Analysis 

 







 
 



 









 



 











 
  



Wt Skill Builder: Fluency 

 











  



 







  



WT Skill Builder: Vocabulary 

 









 



WT   Skill Builder: Comprehension























 


